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Monthly Meeting Monthly Meeting ðð  MarchMarch   

 
 
When:  Wednesday, March 4, 2010 
 11:30 ï 1:00 
 
Where:    The Barn Door 
 8400 N. New Braunfels  
 
Lunch:  Grilled Pork Chops with Veggies  

 

Cost:  $20  for members and guests 
 $15 for students with proof of registration  
  
Guest Speaker :  Dr. Keith Phillips, Federal Reserve   
 
Topic:  The Economic Outlook   

NICKEL PRESENTERSNICKEL PRESENTERS   
ñA wealth of information for a nickelôs worth of time!ò 

TBA  

RESERVATIONSRESERVATIONS   

Naturally, reservations are very much appreciated but not mandatory. 
Bring a friend or associate!   

Contact Lynn  
Simply click here:  reservations@satrans.org . , or call  Lynn at 210 -337 -9101 

VISA, MasterCard or Discovery Card may be used for dues, luncheons, and 
Scholarship fund-raisers registration, too!  
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Spring is in the air!  The winter holidays are 

done and weôve had a couple of months to catch 

up with our lives. Now, the trees and flowers are 

coming to life with all of the vivid and vibrant 

colors that Mother Nature shares with us.  

March Madness will soon be here and not far 

behind is opening day for Major Leagues.  

Spring is the time to start moving forward with 

our plans and goals. 

 

It is no different with the San Antonio 

Transportation Association.  We have laid the 

groundwork and forged the plans for an 

entertaining, educational, and beneficial year 

for all of our members and weôre now putting 

those plans into action. 

 

Our Annual Spring Golf Tournament is set for 

Tuesday, April 13 th  at the Silverhorn Golf Club 

of Texas ï tee time is 1pm, registration and 

check-in begins at noon.  Clear skies are the 

forecast.  We have partnered with Silverhorn for 

several of our last outings and we keep coming 

back because of their fine hospitality, the 

beautiful course nestled in the north central 

part of the San Antonio, and for their wonderful 

food.  So whether you decide to come to chase 

the white ball around, to enjoy the surprisingly 

calming scenery, to share a delicious meal (not 

just  for the golfers), or just to get out of the 

office for a few hours, the price is right and I 

promise you will not be disappointed.  So mark 

your calendars and look for the registration 

forms coming out soon because this one is sure 

to fill up fast.  

 

This month is the time to work on applications 

for the 2010 San Antonio Transportation 

Association Scholarships. Any good-standing 

member with a college-age student in the family 

should take advantage of this extraordinary 

opportunity to aid in education for our future 

leaders.  There is no cost to apply.  There are no 

strings attached.  You have nothing to lose.  

Over the years we have seen ambitious 

youngsters benefit from the program and go on 

to do inspiring things.  We encourage you and 

your young person to be the next to join us in 

our effort to invest in the future.  

 

Our very special guest for the March meeting is 

Dr. Keith Phillips.  Dr. Phillips is the Senior 

Economist and Policy Advisor, San Antonio 

Branch Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.  This is 

a rare treat.  Dr. Phillips promises to present a 

unique prospective of the current health and 

condition of Texasô economy and how our 

industry plays in it.  

 

In closing, I hope to see all of you on March 3rd.  

March is officially our ñEveryone Bring 

Someoneò month.  I will personally give the 

member who brings the most guests a crisp $20 

bill .  Come for the food, come for the fun, come 

to learn more about our changing world and 

where weôre headed, and bring your friends and 

associates.  If you havenôt yet had an 

opportunity to pay your dues and renew your 

membership, weôll be happy to help you take 

care of it at the meeting. Doing so will secure 

your listing in this yearôs directory.  We value 

your participation and look forward to seeing 

you Wednesday. 

      

  ðAllen Nace 

Message From The PresidentMessage From The President  
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Dr. Keith Phillips   

Federal Reserve Bank   

 Dr. Phillips joined the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas in January 1984. His areas of con-
centration include regional economics and 
economic forecasting. Dr. Phillips developed 
business cycle indexes for Texas and its ma-
jor metro areas, which he uses to analyze 
business conditions in those regions. He is a 
contributing member of the Western Blue 
Chip Economic Forecasting Group, where he 
has been the most accurate Texas forecaster 
for eight out of the past thirteen years. His 
research and analysis have been covered in 
media such as CNN, The News Hour with 
Jim Lehrer, USA Today, Business Week, the 
Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, 
MSNBC, and in media throughout Texas. 

 

Since 1966, Dr. Phillips has served in the 
San Antonio branch improving the regional 
economic coverage of the Dallas office and 
serving the needs of the South Texas com-
munity. Dr. Phillips teaches courses in 
econometrics and forecasting at Trinity, In-
carnate Word and St. Maryôs 
Universities. He also teaches 
courses in managerial eco-
nomics in the Executive MBA 
program at UTSA. He ob-
tained his Ph.D. in economics 
from Southern Methodist 
University and holds a B.A. 
and M.A. in Economics and a 
Bachelor of Journalism de-
gree in News/Editorial from 
the University of Missouri at 
Columbia. 

SATA has been around for 89 yearsïsince 
1921.  Among the men who founded this 
organization were those who served in 
WWI (1914-1918).  When they first came 
together they were known as the Traffic 
Club and through the years it was built 
upon by members who served in WWII 
(ô41-ó45) , Korea (ô50-53), the Cold War 
and Viet Nam (ó50-ó75), and the Persian 
Gulf War (ó90-ó91), and smaller engage-
ments along the way.  Many of those old 

vets learned their 
transportation & 
logistics ð or 
simply, ñsupplyò 
ð skills in the 
military.  Some 
started out in a 
motor pool ( for 
better or worse, 
the image of the 

reluctant character, Corporal Klinger, 
pops to mind ), worked on trains, loaded 
ships; delivered fuel or secured payloads 
in giant aircraft, and delivered materiel 
and thousands of men to the ñfront.ò  To-
dayôs T&L industry includes a growing 
number who have seen action in Somalia, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf. 
During natural disasters, our military de-
livers relief to the sufferingð  in Louisi-
ana, Texas Gulf Coast, Haiti ðand places 
we donôt know hear much about. Men and 
women in all services take up those LTS 
opportunities that wars and disasters pro-
vide, some, at great sacrifice. Those who 
make it back home, well or wounded, will 
work at what they know. Thatôs the nature 
of things. Its why, ñHire a vet, itôs good 
businessò is still valid. 

Veterans Drive the Association  by Sue DôAmbrosio, Editor  
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The Federal Reserve Bank and YOU!!!   

By Nick Wingerter  

 

What is the Federal Reserve Bank?  Why is it important to me?  Why should 

I attend the March SATA meeting?  Do you have a whole day to spend with 

me so we can answer those questions?  Nowadays no one has that much 

time to spare, so allow us to just say the Federal Reserve banking system is 

essentially important in the smooth and efficient functioning and stability 

of our countryôs wealth and of our own individual finances.  Hereôs just a 

fraction of the jobs that ñThe Fedò does: 

 

It prevents bank runs and financial panic by setting monetary policy.  It ensures thereôs 

enough money and credit available to sustain economic growth without inflation.  It buys 

and sells U.S. Government securities.  It makes short-term loans to banks.  It sets how 

much liquid money banks have to keep on hand.  It monitors and examines banks.  It proc-

esses every day billions of dollars of check, currency, and electronic payments.  It is the 

bank for the U.S Government.  It safe keeps our gold and also for other countries.  It buys 

and sells foreign currencies.  It makes sure thereôs enough paper money and coins every-

where to meet the publicôs demand. 

 

And it researches everything economically thatôs happened, is happening, and is predicted 

to happen everywhere in our country and across the globe.  Through its twelve regional 

banks the Federal Reserve exhaustively researches and analyzes all the economic indicators 

that affect commerce and our daily lives, and it wants all of us citizens to know what it is go-

ing on.  Thatôs why theyôre coming to SATA and why you should be there to hear what theyôd 

like to share with us. 

 

In our part of the country, there is the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.  In 1927 it estab-

lished a branch in San Antonio.  Many of you may remember Blake Hastings who ran our 

Free Trade Alliance.  He is now Vice President in charge of our local Federal Reserve 

branch.  In a recent memo Blake said, ñOur Public Affairs team is dedicated to communicat-

ing emerging issues and providing an impartial forum for the exchange of ideas and infor-

mation about economic and financial conditions in our region.ò  We appreciate this out-

reach and we are so pleased that the Bank is sending Dr. Phillips to give the Association a 

presentation on the very latest about our local economy. 

 

This should be a very special event.  Donôt miss it.  Iôll see you there! 

ðNick Wingerter  
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San Antonio passed an ordinance in February that requires motorist to change lanes or 

pass at least three feet from a cyclist. While I appreciate the intent, here is another ordi-

nance that will be difficult to enforce. If this infraction has to be seen by an officer, are we 

going to calibrate their eyesight so they can tell the difference between two foot six inches 

and three feet from 3 car lengths back at 30 mph? What happens if the cyclist 

swerves? 

 

I always thought it was a pass/ fail system. Good drivers always try to avoid cyclist and pe-

destrians. Visualize this. You are in a ten foot lane without another lane available. You are 

approaching a cyclist in your 6 foot wide vehicle.  The cyclist is one foot away from the curb. 

You have a Police vehicle right behind you. As you get even with the cyclist you notice a San 

Antonio pot hole that is 5 inches deep; you can avoid if you move 6 inches to your right 

leaving you two feet, six inches from the cyclist. What will you do? 

IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS   
Paved with Good Intentions  

Editorial by Dave Katz 

There are a number of im-
portant investments specific 
to Texas in the President's 
proposed 2011 budget, rang-
ing from tax cuts to trans-
portation investments. Ac-
cording to the White House, 
more than $32 Billion for 
Texas-specific benefits are 
in the proposed budget.  Of 
that, $3.7 billion is targeted 
for construction and im-
provements to roads, high-
ways and airports in Texas.  
Recovery Act funds could 
also benefit Texas transpor-
tationôs high-speed rail. 
(Summarized  from Texas 
Government  Ins ide r , 
2/5/211.0)  

Texas could gain Billions 
from President's Budget  

Bexar County commissioners are pushing an aggressive fund-
ing plan to have a proposed 2.2-mile, all -electric streetcar 
system in place along Broadway by summer 2014. The system 
is projected to cost nearly $90 million and take two years to 
construct, according to VIA Metropolitan Transit President 
Keith Parker. Streetcars carry three times the number of pas-
sengers as buses. 

The plan calls for $17 million each from the city and county, 
$20 million already committed from VIA and $10 million 
from private sources. 

Mayor Julian Castro will lobby federal offices in Washington 
on behalf of the VIA application. Castro said private funds, 
which will mostly come from landowners along the proposed 
route, are "crucial for this system to succeed, and we have 
gotten indications from some property owners...that they are 
anxious to participate."  (From: Strategic Partnerships, 
2/12/2010)  

Bexar County Pushes Plan for All -Electric 
Streetcars  
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MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS  

Each year the San Antonio Transporta-
tion Association makes available the 
Paul Rhoads Memorial Scholarship as 
part of its scholarship program.  A de-
serving student of Logistics Manage-
ment is selected to be honored with 

this special award.  Applicants are evalu-
ated based on their dedication to the logis-
tics industry, their academic achievements, 
and personal ambitions. 
 
Mr. Rhoads (1918-2001) dedicated his life 
to his family, his country, and his fellow 
man.  He served in the US Army during 
World War II working on railroads in the 
European Theater.  Following the War he 
continued to serve in the Army reserves, 
retiring at the rank of Lt.  Colonel. 
 
Paul continued to serve the rail industry, 
retiring as the District Sales Manager for 
the Kansas City Southern Railway in 1984.  
Later he and his wife moved to San Antonio 
where he continued to serve our industry 
and our country as a member and director 
of both the San Antonio Transportation As-
sociation and the San Antonio Chapter of 
the National Defense Transportation Asso-
ciation (NDTA). He spent countless volun-
teer hours building and improving these 2 
organizations.   His tenacity and determi-
nation to build the SATA permitted it to 
grow and expand its membership. 
 
The San Antonio Transportation Associa-
tion is proud to honor Paulôs memory each 
year by helping a worthy student advance 
their education through the Paul Rhoads 
Memorial Scholarship.  

Paul Rhoades Memorial  
Scholarship Fund      

Aimed at protecting its share of shipping 

business from other ports, the Port of Long 

Beach (California) is about to undertake a 

$3 billion capital construction program. The 

plan includes enlarging marine terminals, 

building a taller and wider bridge and ex-

panding on-dock rail capacity. In April, the 

port received approval of its Middle Harbor 

project to replace two container terminals 

with one more functional facility with a large 

on-dock rail yard. This year it will also re-

lease a draft environmental report for a $1.1 

billion project to place the Gerald Desmond 

Bridge with a larger, taller bridge to allow 

more traffic and allow larger vessels to pass 

underneath. A draft environmental report 

also will be released relating to a project to 

build a new container and on-dock rail yard 

at Pier S.   Source:  Government Pipeline, 

Wed Feb 3, 2010 

Long Beach is Planning $3B  Port 
Expansion  

Happy St. Patrickôs Day!  Happy St. Patrickôs Day!    

Remember ourRemember our   

Servicemen and WomenServicemen and Women   


