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Monthly Meeting Monthly Meeting ññ  FebruaryFebruary   

 
 

When:  Wednesday, February 3, 2010 

 11:30 ð 1:00 

 

Where:    The Barn Door 

 8400 N. New Braunfels 

 

Lunch:  Chopped Steak con Queso with Sliced Avocado & Pico De Gallo  

 

Cost:  $20  for members and guests 

 $15 for students with proof of registration  

  

Guest Speaker :   State Representative Mike Villarreal    
 

Topic:  Rep. Villarreal will address current issues he is working on, including  

 Light Rail.  

NICKEL PRESENTERSNICKEL PRESENTERS   

òA wealth of information for a nickelõs worth of time!ó 

Speaker to be Announced 

 

RESERVATIONSRESERVATIONS   

Naturally, reservations are very much appreciated but not mandatory.  

Bring a friend or associate!   

Contact Lynn  

Simply click here:  reservations@satrans.org . , or call  Lynn at 210 -337-9101 

VISA, MasterCard or Discovery Card may be used for dues, luncheons, and Scholarship fund-

raisers registration, too! 
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February in San Antonio means rodeo.  Filled with great 

tradition, music to suit all tastes, rides, food, fun, and some 

of the best competitors from around the globe.  It also 

means Spurs basketball, the Super Bowl XLIV, concert 

events, Groundhog Day, Presidentõs Day, and of course, 

Valentineõs Day.   

 

February is just as eventful for the San Antonio 

Transportation Association.  Our first 2010 meeting is 

11:30am on February 3rd at the Barn Door.  We have an 

exceptional start to the year with our guest speaker, State 

Representative Mike Villarreal, District 123. He will be 

talking about Light Rail, among other things.  

 

We will have our monthly raffle ð you canõt win if you 

donõt play.  All proceeds go straight to the SATA 

scholarship fund, so be generous. Speaking of scholarships, 

applications for the SATA Scholarship Program go out this 

month.  If you have a qualified student in the family do not 

miss this opportunity ð you have nothing to lose and 

everything to gain.  Over the years we have proudly helped 

many bright young individuals further their education and 

go on to accomplish great things.   

 

Those great things happen when you renew your 

membership. Now is the time if you have not already.  In 

order to be included in this yearõs directory dues must be 

paid by March 5th.  Our February meeting is the perfect 

opportunity to ensure your listing.  If you have misplaced 

your renewal form, one can be found on the SATA website 

ð cash, check, Visa, Discovery and Master Card are 

convenient and accepted.  Invite your friends and 

colleagues to join as well ð the benefits are great and this 

promises to be a value-packed year.  By the way, invite 

your friends and colleagues to join us at the SATA Annual 

Spring Golf Tournament, scheduled for April 13th at the 

beautiful and gracious Silver Horn Golf Course ð mark 

your calendars now and make plans to join us, if not for 

the golf, join us for dinner at the clubhouse. 

 

We look forward to seeing all of you in February.  Get to 

know your Board of Directors. Your feedback and input 

are vital to helping us serve you.  We would love to know 

what speaker you would like to hear or what topics you 

are interested in. We welcome suggestions.  Tell us how 

we are doing.  We value friendships and relationships that 

begin with the Association. So, I invite you to come and 

join us for a good meal, some interesting conversation, and 

to enjoy what promises to be an insightful and interesting 

program with Rep. Mike Villarreal. Bring your questions.  

Message From Our President, Allen NaceMessage From Our President, Allen Nace   
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Rapid Transit System Funding Rules Expanded  

 

Consideration of livability issues that include such things as environmental benefits or effects on economic development 

could impact applications for rapid transit systems funding from the Recovery Act. Those proposed lines that would 

move people not just from work to home but from areas of activity such as downtown, medical centers, etc., may get 

special consideration under revised federal rules regarding applications.  

  

While the old rules centered on saving time in moving people from one location to another, the revised rules take into 

consideration additional benefits, particularly when a city applying has numerous activity centers that could be linked by 

transit systems.  

  

This would allow more flexibility for transit systems such as in Houston, where riders are transported from uptown to 

downtown to the medical center, or for areas such as Denver, where a popular streetcar system is being sought.  This 

article was featured in The State and Local Government Pipeline, published online by Strategic Partnerships, 1/22/2010. 
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Toll Road Dissenters Hang On!  

As cars become more efficient and people drive less, the motherõs milk of politiciansñtax money, is declining. What are 

we to do? 

 

The answer may be coming from Texas A&M University. They are studying the methods to charge a tax on the miles 

you and I drive on Texas roads. That sounds like a toll to me. Oregon thought about this idea by using GPS on all cars. 

This sent the ACLU into orbit as they see this as a huge invasion of privacy. Think about òBig Brotheró knowing every 

place you drove! 

 

So my question would be, òIf we tax the miles of Texas residence, how do we get tax money from non-residents passing 

through Texas?ó This could be a boon for truckers, but I doubt it. OK you say so we tax diesel fuel and miles on gas 

vehicles. Hmmm, I could weigh miles driven against fuel consumed in a diesel car and take the least way out. The Euro-

peans make really nice diesel cars!       

--Dave Katz, February 2010 

State Representative, Mike VillarrealState Representative, Mike Villarreal   

State Representative Mike Villarreal 

State Representative Mike Villarreal is in his 

6th term at the State Capitol fighting for in-

vestments in education, protecting the air our 

quality of life, promoting policies that value 

hard work and aspiration, and ensuring that 

government is accountable to citizens.   

  

Villarreal, a first generation Mexican-

American born in San Antonio is a graduate of Central 

Catholic. He earned a degree in economics from Texas 

A&M, and his Masters in Public Policy from Harvardõs Ken-

nedy School of Government. His professional background 

is in financial and economic research. He has worked as a 

Research Fellow at the Federal Reserve Board of Gover-

nors and currently directs the San Antonio office for Public 

Financial Management, the nation's leading public finance 

advisory firm.  

  

During the 2009 legislative session, Rep. Villarreal filed 

over 70 bills and had passed more than 30 bills, amend-

ments and budget riders.  He secured TEXAS Grants fund-

ing for an additional 36,000 college students,   authorized 

cities to provide low-cost loans for residents to install so-

lar panels and other energy improvements, and reformed 

the property appraisal and appeals system.  He has been 

recognized for his leadership by Texas Monthly and the 

Texas Classroom Teachers Association.  Readers of the 

San Antonio Current named him the 2nd best public servant 

in town. He is Vice Chair of the House Committee on Re-

districting, serves on the House Appropriations Commit-

tee, Appropriations Subcommittee on education, and the 

Ways and Means Committee. Additionally, he serves as Co

-Chair of the Womenõs Health Caucus, the Air Quality 

Caucus, the Community College Caucus, and others. 

   

Starting as president of his neighborhood association Rep. 

Villarreal began his service as a state legislator when he 

won a grassroots campaign for State Representative of 

District 123, in and around downtown San Antonio and 

where he is a recognized leader and a lawmaker who lis-

tens to all sides, studies the data and makes independent 

decisions on tough issues. Heõs certainly developed his 

reputation as a hard worker, but he also likes to have fun, 

like camping out in a state park during the 80th legislative 

session. Constituents spot him biking along the San Anto-

nio River with his wife Jeanne and their children, Bella and 

Marcos.  You can keep up with the Representative at 

www.leaderslisten.org.  

http://www.leaderslisten.org/pressreleases/viewrelease.aspx?id=2538
http://www.leaderslisten.org/pressreleases/viewrelease.aspx?id=2538
http://www.leaderslisten.org/
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS   

New Leadership for Palo Alto Logistics Management Program  

 

Ronnie Brannon has been selected to head the Logistics Management Program at Palo 

Alto Community College. Brannon holds Masters Degrees in Management and Logis-

tics Management.  Heõs been teaching students the fine points of transportation, logis-

tics & supply chain management in San Antonio for thirteen years and has over 30 years of experience in the field. He 

replaces Paulette Jordan, who announced that she was resigning at our December luncheon.  

     

In a telephone conversation on Jan. 20, Mr. Brannon told this editor that he wants to see more students enrolled in the 

Palo Alto Program. He wants to speak at area high schools to introduce young people to careers in transportation, lo-

gistics and supply. More importantly, he plans to make a concentrated effort to present the logistics and certifications 

programs to area businesses and organizations as he is especially committed to drawing in men and women in logistics 

jobs who may have not completed high school, but who want to advance.    

 

Brannon, who was just settling in at his new desk as we spoke, said he looks forward to the work before him.  In addi-

tion to recruiting and actively teaching students, Brannon will be the hiring manager for adjunct faculty who must have 

logistics, transportation, and supply chain experience. He plans to invite guest speakers with expertise in various indus-

try topics.  Brannon emphasized his commitment to providing a high value program by ensuring the highest standards of 

instruction, professionalism, and up-to date industry standards and best practices, along with excellence in instructional 

materials. 

 

Ronnie Brannon and his wife, Linda, relocated to San Antonio from Arkansas. Ronnie is retired from the Army, having 

served as a medical logistics and supply officer.  His son is serving in Army logistics as an E-6, and Ronnieõs dadě also 

served in Supply in WWII.  The Brannonõs have 3 children and 3 grandchildren.  We are expecting to meet him at our 

February or March meeting, as his schedule allows.  

 

Readers interested in the Palo Alto CC logistics program are invited to learn more at: click on the link:  http://

mypaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=1&poid=138&bc=1.  

 

Keep Our Men and 

Women 

In Our Armed Forces  

Past and Present  

Close to Your  

Hearts  

This  

Valentines Day!  

http://mypaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=1&poid=138&bc=1
http://mypaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=1&poid=138&bc=1
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS   

Kudos to USAA! More than 600 USAA 

employees are carpooling to work as part 

of the largest carpool in Texas.  These San 

Antonio drivers are participating in the 

òCommuter Challengeó through NuRide, 

an online commuter-rewards program.  

Over the past 10 months, NuRide drivers in San Antonio 

have taken 131, 410 fewer car trips, saving them an esti-

mated  $822,363  and preventing more than 2,050 tons of 

carbon emission from reaching the atmosphere.  They 

reduced their mileage by 3 million miles, using NuRide, 

public transportation, carpooling and other means of travel 

this year.   

The NuRide program offers participating residents dis-

counts and other incentives from nearly 50 area merchants 

and businesses to encourage more people to exchange 

their car keys for more environmentally friendly options 

including carpooling, telecommuting, walking, and public 

transit and biking.  

In San Antonio, some of the incentives included $75,000 

worth free or discounted items from HEB, Aldacoõs Res-

taurant, Jackson Hewitt Tax Services and Pat OõBrienõs. In 

addition to San Antonio, the NuRide program is available 

in New York metro /western Connecticut area, Washing-

ton DC metro area, Hampton Roads and Richmond, VA, 

and Houston, TX.  Go to www.nuride.com for more infor-

mation. 

 The SATA Newsletter commends the citizenship of the 

programõs sponsors. We benefit from their efforts:  Our 

trucks have less traffic to contend with thereby reducing 

our fuel costs and delivery times.  

 As we prepare to go to print, the BIZ Journal announced  

today, that Hewitt & Associates and Fortune Magazine 

named NuStar Energy LP and USAA among the best com-

panies to work for!  (Biz Journal Online, 1/21/2010).  

USAA Reduces Private Vehicles  

Bexar Co. OKs road plans despite lack of state funds  

Bexar County commissioners decided to move forward on much needed roadway projects despite a lack of state funds. 

Officials say they can expedite three road-expansion projects in traffic-heavy areas of the county under a unique agree-

ment with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). Commissioners agreed to put up 

$55.6 million for more than seven miles of new road construction, including a second phase that 

would expand a 4.7-mile stretch of road from two lanes to four lanes on Texas 211. The state has 

agreed to pay back the county over the next 10-20 years. 

Port San Antonio Taps New Business Development Manager  

 

Port San Antonio has tapped Antonio R. Salinas III to join its team as a business development manager. Salinas will over-

see the growth of domestic and international logistics offerings at the facilityõs East Kelly Railport.  A native of Laredo, 

Salinas holds a degree in international business from the University of the Incarnate Word  in San Antonio. His pre-

vious work was in international logistics, customs compliance and distribution where he oversaw shipping, inventory 

control and other logistics operations for big box retailers such as Wal-Mart, JCPenney and Academy Sports + Out-

doors. (The San Antonio Biz Journal online, Kent Krauss, editor. 1/6/2010.) 

http://profiles.portfolio.com/company/us/tx/san_antonio/h_e__butt_grocery_company/521698/
http://sanantonio.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/related_content.html?topic=Jackson%20Hewitt%20Tax%20Services
http://www.nuride.com
http://sanantonio.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/related_content.html?topic=University%20of%20the%20Incarnate%20Word
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MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS   

SATA COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR 2010  

 

Finance and Budget :  Lynn Brown, chair, Nick Wingerter, Roger Gomez, Allen Nace, Susan DõAmbrosio 

Attendance and Membership : Slader Atkinson, chair, Lynn Brown, John Williams, Chris Smith, Amanda 

Wood, Won Hartman and Terry Wrath 

Sports:   Roger Gomez, chair, Won Hartman, Chris Smith, Lynn Brown, Belinda Villarreal 

Publicity & Public Affairs :  John Williams and Terry Wrath 

Newsletter : Susan DõAmbrosio and Dave Katz 

Scholarships : Susan DõAmbrosio, chair, Allen Nace, Kate Crosby, Amanda Wood, Belinda Villarreal and 

Slader Atkinson 

Scholarship News  

 

SATA Scholarship Applications:  

The Scholarship Applications will be found in the February and March editions of the SATA Newsletter.  To be 

eligible, sponsoring members must have participated in three (3) meetings or events since September 2009 

are dues paid.  Natural, adopted, and step-children and members may apply. The Paul Rhoades Memorial 

Scholarship is open only to those members in the industry or enrolled in transportation and logistics pro-

grams.  New essay requirements mean that applicants should start early!  

Special People  
 

On Valentineõs Day, we think of people 

who have cheered and encouraged us, 

who go out of their way 

to be kind and caring, 

who have enriched our lives 

just by being themselves. 

You are all such people 

Weõre  so happy to have you as our members! 

Happy Valentineõs Day! 


