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San Antonio Transportation San Antonio Transportation 
AssociationAssociation  

Proud to be a member of theProud to be a member of the   
Transportation Clubs InternationalTransportation Clubs International  www.satrans.org 

Monthly Meeting Monthly Meeting ——  JuneJune  
 
 
When: Wednesday, June 3, 2009 
 11:30 – 1:00 
 
Where:   The Barn Door 
 8400 N. New Braunfels 
 
Lunch: Oven Fried Chicken  
 
Cost: $20  for members and guests 
 $15 for students with valid school I.D.  
  
Guest Speaker:   Ms. Lisa Brice, San Antonio Airport  
 
Topic: Airport Renovations Update. 

NICKEL PRESENTERSNICKEL PRESENTERS   
“A wealth of information for a nickel’s worth of ti me!” 

TBA 

RESERVATIONSRESERVATIONS   

Naturally, reservations are very much appreciated but not mandatory.   
Contact Lynn  

E-mail to: lvbrown@fiestawarehousing.com. Or call Lynn at (210) 337-9101 
 

Remember, Use your VISA, MasterCard or Discovery Card, not only for dues & 
luncheons, door prize tickets and SATA sports events pre-registration, too! 

Inside this issue: 

Message from 
President 

2 

Speaker Bio 3 

SATRANS.ORG up 
and  Running! 

3 

Bowling Results 4 

DART Funds... 4 

Port of Houston 
Authority 

4 

Keeping Up With The 
Jones’s by Dave Katz 

5 

High Speed Rail 5 

SATA Calendar 6 

In The News 7-9 

Sue D’Ambrosio, Editor 

sdambrosio@satx.rr.com 
 

Dave Katz ,  

Contributing Editor 

katzd@kci1.com 

 
Lori Hill, 

Desktop Publishing &  

Postal Distribution 

lori@angelservices.net 

 
John Williams,  

Electronic Distribution  

jwilliams@bexartrailer.com 



�

Did you make our last meeting?  If not, you 
missed a great gathering.  A longtime member 
emailed us and said it was the best meeting he 
had ever attended.  The highlight was the 
awarding of our annual scholarships, the  
program that so many members in our 
Association work so hard for and contribute 
their time and money.  Our winners and proud 
parents were on hand to share their dreams and 
accomplishments.  There were even a couple of 
tears of joy shed. 

 

We had a great speaker from the San Antonio 
River Authority who brought us up to date on all 
the wondrous projects happening, from the 
much-publicized new segment of the [San 
Antonio] Riverwalk to the restoration of the 
historic riverbed to the missions south of town.  
Many members remarked later how much they 
had enjoyed and learned from the presentation. 

 

Now you have a chance to hear about another 
aspect of the modernization of our city’s 
transportation infrastructure.  A spokesman 
from the San Antonio International Airport will 
share with us all the latest info about the new 
terminal construction.  We may even have a 
representative from the general contractor to tell 
details you might not ever read about.  In recent 
months I’ve flown out of the airport several 
times, and each time one can see more clearly 
how this exciting building expansion is 

progressing.  Come to our meeting a sneak a 
peak at this great step forward for our City. 

 

We just had our first bowling tournament and it 
was a gas.  Our thanks go out to Roger Gomez 
of SMT Lines, who as our new Sports 
Committee chairman and Board member, 
organized all the fun.  The pins rattled, pizza 
was eaten, suds were downed, money was raised 
for scholarships, and a good time was had by all.  
Stay tuned in 2009 for announcements about the 
SATA Fall Golf Outing, and another bowling 
tournament will also be held. 

 

So be a part of all of the events what SATA 
offers its members.  We’ll be looking for you on 
Wednesday June 3 at our next luncheon.  Please 
remember we will not have a meeting in July, so 
why not mark your calendar now to attend our 
June meeting.  All your business friends will be 
coming.  Join in on the fun and bring a guest 
too!  I’ll see you there! 

 

—Nick Wingerter 

Message From The PresidentMessage From The President   
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Lisa BriceLisa Brice  

� �elcome back, Lisa Brice! Ms. Brice spoke to our organization in June 2006 and described 
planned airport improvements.  Now, we welcome Lisa as she describes challenges, 

achievements and progress that visitors and residents alike see and enjoy at San Antonio’s Airport.�
 
Ms. Lisa Brice is a native San Antonian.  With over 14 years of city government service as a sen-
ior Management Coordinator in the City of San Antonio Aviation Department, Ms. Brice is pres-
ently serving as the Southwest Region Director, Small Business Program Manager, where she 
works to ensure that Small, Minority, Women, and Disadvantaged-Owned firms have a level play-
ing field for competing for contracts with the San Antonio Airport System.     
 
Ms. Brice served five years as Executive Assistant to the City Manager where she was liaison with 
other city departments, outside agencies, the business community, activist groups and citizens/
taxpayers. She supervised the coordination of downtown projects dealing with the delivery of mu-
nicipal services in the Central Business District. 
      

Ms. Brice holds a BBA in Management and a Masters degree in Public Administration, both from 
the University of Texas, San Antonio. Her professional memberships include: The Airport Minor-
ity Advisory Council, American Association of Airport Executives, National Forum for Black 
Public Administrators, the Texas City Management Association, and the Urban Management As-
sistants of South Texas.�  

San Antonio Airport 

SATRANS.ORG UP and RUNNING!  
Thanks, John! 

 

Yes, folks, the San Antonio Transportation Association website is finally up and running again.  
We have great hopes of keeping it there.  Be sure to express your thanks to John Williams at our 
next meeting! 

 

Speaking of John Williams—Thanks, John, for reminding us of meetings, alerting us of schedule 
changes, and mailing the online copy of the newsletter to each of us.  John enables cost savings in 
gas and time when we consult those TX-DOT updates on road construction he kindly forwards.  
He’s the fellow who exemplifies the spirit and mission of good organizations- generosity and com-
mitment. Whether he’s working as fundraiser, organizer, lining up speakers or serving as presi-
dent, John helps make the club a very special one. 
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS  
Results of SATA’s Bowling Outing 

 

Thanks to all who came out May 21st at AMF Country Lanes!  Special acknowledgement to our new 
Sports Committee Chairman, Roger Gomez of Southwestern Motor Transport, Chris Smith-Salem 
Leasing, and our volunteers—Wyon Hartman-Old Dominion Freight Lines, John Williams-Bexar 
Trailers, and Lynn Brown-Fiesta Warehousing.  It was so much fun, we’ll do it again soon! 

Denis Cotton        Bee-Line Delivery              Mens high game 
Gerald Lee           Salem Leasing                     Mens high series 
  
Sylvia Coleman    SMT Lines                          Ladies high game 
Sylvia Coleman    SMT Lines                          Ladies high series 
  
Ernie Martinez      ABF                                    Best Effort 
  
Highest game series:   Salem Leasing Team 1 

Port of Houston Authority approves $4M in projects 

 
The Port Commission of the Port of Houston Authority (PHA) has approved nearly $4 million for 
Bayport Container Terminal projects and a Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) grant request 
which would help secure private- industry funding for diesel engine air emission reduction measures. 
More than $98 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds have been allo-
cated for infrastructure projects at the Houston Ship Channel (HSC), one of the largest-ever federal 
grants distributed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to maintain the channel. (Strategic Partner-
ships, Texas Government Insider, May 15, 2009). 

Department of Transportation funds to DART expedited  

 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is set to receive $78.4 million in grants from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation in an effort to expand the Northwest and Southeast Light Rail Transit corridors of 
its Green Line service. 

The expedited funds will not increase the feds' role in the effort, but will speed up delivery for 
DART's Green Line, expanding service to commuters from areas as far flung as Carrollton and Pleas-
ant Grove. (Strategic Partnerships, Texas Government Insider, May 15, 2009) 
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS  
Keeping Up with the Jones’ 
An op-ed by Dave Katz, KCI 

 
I received my lifetime earnings statement from the Social Security department the other day. It is 
amazing to think my first fulltime employment year I made just over $3000. Tall cotton!  As I am 
apt to do, this sent me off on a hunt for meaningless data. Unlike the media, I think good news is 
news too. 

 
You will be happy to know that I found out that in 1977 the average per capita income in the State 
of Texas was $ 7,284.  Of that, the total state and local taxes were $588 or about 8%.  In 2008, the 
average per capita income in the State of Texas was $ 42,796.  State and local taxes were $ 3580 
or, ta dah… 8%!   Great news on the tax bite front and it shows we are keeping up, at least at the 
State level!  I do have to tell you, though, that we Texans are exporting 2% more of our tax money 
to other states than in 1977,  now about 58%,  but then they are worth it! 
 
I do not begrudge prices and taxes.  People should have the ability to make money and govern-
ments need some of that for the common good.  I do not mind paying $ 2.17 for a gallon of gas, 
20% of which is tax.  That gallon of gas works hard for me. Beer is about $ 5.00 a gallon and it is 
gone within a few hours. 

 
As the only state with the legal ability, it makes me wonder if Texas could make it as an independ-
ent country today. What do you think?                                                                           

—Dave Katz 

Tri-State Summit Focused on High-Speed Rail 

Officials from Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas gathered May 9 in Marshall for "National Train 
Day" to discuss how the three states might be linked by higher-speed rail. The Ark-La-Tex Rail 
Summit focused  on recent progress made to bring higher-speed rail to the region and short- and 
long-term goals related to the South Central Higher Speed Rail Corridor. Governors and Judges 
gathered to sign a memorandum of agreement.   Texas Government Insider May 8, 2009, a publi-
cation of Strategic Partnerships, Inc. 
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS  
THE CALENDAR FOR JUNE 

 

June: 6th-1944-D-Day on Normandy Beaches of France, WWII.  11th- 1853 - Five Navy ships left 
Norfolk, VA on 3 year exploring expedition to survey the far Pacific; also, John Wayne died on this 
date at age 72, in 1979.   13th-1195- Feast of Saint Anthony of Padua, our city’s namesake.  14th -1775
- U.S. Army was founded; 2 years later on the same date, the Stars and Stripes design was adopted as 
the United States flag.  20th -1898 - U.S. forces occupied Guam, making it the first colony of U.S. in 
the Pacific. 24th-1948 - Berlin airlift initiated to offset the Soviet Union's blockade access of U.S., 
France, and Great Britain to their sectors of Berlin.  26th -1959 - Twenty-eight Naval vessels sail from 
the Atlantic to Great Lakes, marking the formal opening of Saint Lawrence Seaway to seagoing ships. 

 

Did you know?  The famous “Broadway Limited” (PRR and Amtrak 1912-1995) did not refer to 
Broadway in Manhattan, but to the "broad way" of the Pennsylvania Railroad's four-track right of way 
along a large portion of the route. 

SATA’s CALENDAR  

 May 31:  WALK & ROLL & MPO Rally 8-9, Main Plaza; Walk & Roll on the River Fest, 8-12 at Pearl 
Brewery 

 
June: 
03:    SATA Meeting, Ms. Lisa Brice will update us on the Progress of San Antonio’s Airport 
14:    Flag Day 
21:    Father’s Day,  
         Summers solstice, at 1:45 A.M. EDT in the Northern Hemisphere- Longest day and short-

est night 
 
Jul 1:     No Meeting- Happy 233rd birthday,  America! 
 
Aug:     Waiting Confirmation 
 
Sep 17-19: Transportation Clubs International Annual (TCI) Conference in Chattanooga, TN. 
Oct 7:    SATA-Mike Dominguez, VIA 
Nov 4:   SATA-Judge Nelson Wolff 
Dec 2:    SATA-Blue Santa and Chief McManus 



�

TxDOT officially opens SH 45 Southeast toll road 

The State Highway 45 Southeast toll road, designed to allow drivers to avoid traffic through central Austin, 
is officially open. Drivers now may travel nonstop from north of Georgetown to the Buda/Creedmoor area 
on the 55-mile toll road east of I-35. The newly opened portion links SH 130 to I-35, starting at U.S. 183 
near Mustang Ridge and ending at the intersection of I-35 and FM 1327 north of Buda. 

Motorists can drive free on the new toll road through June 1. TxTag users can travel the roadway free until 
July 1. The new roadway uses all-electronic tolling with no cash toll booths. A driver using the roadway 
without a TxTAG will have his car license plate photographed and the owner of the vehicle will be billed 
for the amount of the toll. The toll rates for passenger vehicles and pickup trucks with a TxTag will be $1 at 
the mainline gantry and 66 cents at the tolled ramps on SH 45 SE. 

The State and Local Pipeline reports that Texas' legislature is considering a bill that would create a vehi-
cle to allow the state to receive federal stimulus funds that will be available for rail projects. The rail plan 
proposed is the Texas T-bone that consists of a route from Dallas-Fort Worth to San Antonio and a line 
from Houston to Temple. Nonstop service from Houston to Dallas and Austin to San Antonio would be of-
fered and local service to points along the route, such as College Station and Temple, also would be of-
fered. This update is published on-line to show how states are utilizing stimulus funds offered under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). (Strategic Partnerships, State and Local Pipeline May 
20, 2009). 

Legislature passes bill approving new DMV agency 
The Texas Legislature has approved the creation of a new agency - the Texas Department of Motor Vehi-
cles. The measure, which transfers resignations and three other functions away from the Texas Department 
of Transportation, does not transfer vehicle inspection and drivers licensure from the embattled Texas De-
partment of Public Safety, which lawmakers had previously threatened.  If it is  signed into law by the gov-
ernor, the new agency will also include a Motor Carrier Division, the Automobile and Vehicle Theft Pre-
vention Division and a Motor Vehicle Division. Officials expect the agency to cost about $600,000 a year 
to operate. (Strategic Partnerships, May 23) 
 
Keith Parker named VIA's new chief executive officer 

Keith Parker (pictured), chief executive of the Charlotte Area Transit System, including 
buses and light rail line, was hired this week as president and CEO of San Antonio's VIA 
Metropolitan Transit. His five-year contract begins July 1. 

Parker became head of the Charlotte operation in 2007. During his tenure at that transit 
authority, Parker helped usher in a nationally acclaimed light rail system. San Antonio 
failed to pass a light rail initiative years ago, but leaders have talked of bringing the issue 

to voters again. 

 

Happy Father’s Day, and thanks to all those dads who are at work on our 
highways, railways, airways and waterways,  as well as those who support 
their mission, ensuring that America is the greatest country on earth!  
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATA Scholarship families: L to R- Georgia, Marian & Bill Fisher; Steve, Stephanie and Lori 
Hill; Marnie, Ana & Mike Henriques; Kevin Carrico accepted for his daughter Ana. President 
Nick Wingerter is at far right. Scholarships totaled $3500. Students are in nursing, education, 
ophthalmology, & veterinary science. 

Texas-Pacific RR Delight! 

These days, with all the talk about high speed rail and Trans-Texas passenger service, we 
recall that awhile back, The Texas Eagle, Texas and Pacific’s (1871-1976), most famous 
train,  plied the rails from St. Louis to Dallas, Ft. Worth, and El Paso, to Houston and San 
Antonio and into New Orleans.  Imagine yourself, on the Eagle, drowsily looking out at the 
vast Texas horizon, lulled by the endless clickety-clacks on the standard-gauge rails, when 
suddenly, Hunger and Boredom, you realize, are your new traveling companions.  You 
stretch and begin to amble toward the Eagle’s dining car.  Surprise! There it is, on the menu!  
TP’s famous cantaloupe pie!   You savor the thought of that sweet, cool meringue melting 
on your tongue and that rich fresh taste of delightfully ripe, mouth-watering Texas canta-
loupe, so appealing,  you can hardly wait for it to arrive! 

If you’ve a hankerin’ to try it out, go ahead.  Here’s the recipe, just in time for the 4th of July.  Will 
Hollister--rail fan and cook--described TP’s cantaloupe pie in his now classic rail-fan book entitled, 
Dinner in the Diner. 

Continued on next page…. 
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IN THE NEWSIN THE NEWS  

 

Recipe for “Cantaloupe Pie a la Texas and Pacific” 

1 well ripened cantaloupe 1 ½ cups sugar 

2 tablespoons flour  3 Tablespoons butter 

1/8 teaspoons nutmeg  1 cup cold water 

 

Strain juice from seeds of the cantaloupe and put meat of cantaloupe through a ricer. Preserve both the meat 
and juice. Pour this mixture into a sauce pan and add the cup of cold water. Place on stove and boil for five 
minutes. Mix flour and sugar together and slowly add to the hot mixture, stirring constantly.  Add the butter 
and nutmeg.  When the mixture is cool, pour into ready baked pie shell and cover with Meringue.  For Me-
ringue: Whites of three eggs (well beaten) with one teaspoon sugar.” 

 

(This editor suggests you look in your cookbook for meringue-baking directions.) 
Texas and Pacific’s Logo and map as well as the Cantaloupe Pie recipe were found 
in Dinner in the Diner: Great Railroad Recipes of All Time by Will C. Hollister. 
1965. Los Angeles:Trans-Anglo Books, pp 127-128. Color Logo, Wikipedia.com.) 


